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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Action is in response to tlie Amendnnent dated 6/23/2008. Claims 2-19 
are pending and rejected. 

Response to Amendments/Response to Arguments 

2. Tlie objection to tlie title is withdrawn in view of amendment to the title. 

3. The objection to claim 2 is withdrawn in view of the amendment to claim 2. 

4. As to the prior art-based rejections, Applicant argues the claims as amended. 
The prior grounds of 102 and 103 rejections are withdrawn. The new grounds of 
rejection are necessitated by amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Guck (U.S. Patent 5,911,776), hereinafter "Guck," in view of Astle (U.S. 
Patent 5557330), hereinafter "Astle." 

As to claim 9, Guck teaches all of the following claimed subject matter: 
A record controlling steps for controlling a record in which first data identified a 
predetermined content, second data identifies a first file for storing the predetermined 
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content in a first format, and tliird data identifying a second file for storing tlie 
predetermined content in a second format are correlated (col. 16, II. 1-67, col. 17, 1. 60 - 
col. 18, 1. 14). 

A specifying step for specifying the content on the basis of the first data (see 
above); 

A selecting step for selecting either the first or second file in association with the 
content specified in the specifying step (see above); 

A manipulating step for manipulating the first or second file on the basis of the 
second data or third data in association with either the first or second file, whichever has 
been selected (see above). 

Guck teaches a first file and second file, as described above. Furthermore, Guck 
teaches operating on multimedia-related files (e.g., audio or video, see fig. 8 and table 
1). Guck does not expressly teach controlling an encoding bit rate. 

However, Astle teaches controlling an encoding bit rate for multimedia-related 
files (e.g., col. 15, 1. 24). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Guck, such that the encoding bit rate is 
controlled. The motivation would have been to meet transmission bandwidth limitations, 
as taught by Astle (col. 15, 1. 24). 

As to claim 10, Guck further teaches wherein the manipulating step reproduces 
the predetermined content stored in either the first or second file (see above). 

As to claim 11, Guck further teaches wherein the selecting step further selects 
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the manipulating step in accordance witli tlie format of eitlier tlie first or second file, 
whichever has been selected (see above, and fig. 2B). 

As to claim 12, Guck further teaches wherein the manipulating step transfers 
either the first or second file (see above). 

As to claim 13, Guck further teaches wherein the selecting step selects the 
manipulating step in accordance with a setting (see above). 

As to claim 14, Guck further teaches a generating step for generating the 
predetermined content in the second format on the basis of the first file (see above). 

As to claim 15, Guck further teaches a converting step for converting either the 
first or second file into a third file for storing the predetermined content in a third format 
(e.g., converting original shadow into a shadow containing transformed output, also see 
above). 

Claim 17 is drawn to substantially the same subject matter as claim 9, discussed 

above. 

As to claim 18, Guck teaches the following claimed subject matter: 

A storing unit configured to store a plurality of contents in a storage area (fig. 1); 

A database in which a first file ID identifying a first file for storing a predetermined 
content in a first format and a second file ID identifying a second file for storing the 
predetermined content in a second format may be associated with a content ID that 
identifies the predetermined content (see above, and figs. 2, 7). 

A content ID specifying unit configured to specify the content ID with the 
predetermined content is selected from a content list (see above); 
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A selecting unit configured to select the first or second file based on the first or 
second file ID from the database when the specified content ID is associated with the 
first and second file ID (see above); 

A manipulating unit configured to manipulate the first or second file, whichever 
has been selected (see above). 

Guck teaches a first file and second file, as described above. Furthermore, Guck 
teaches operating on multimedia-related files (e.g., audio or video, see fig. 8 and table 
1). Guck does not expressly teach controlling an encoding bit rate. 

However, Astle teaches controlling an encoding bit rate for multimedia-related 
files (e.g., col. 15, 1. 24). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Guck, such that the encoding bit rate is 
controlled. The motivation would have been to meet transmission bandwidth limitations, 
as taught by Astle (col. 15, 1. 24). 

As to claim 19, Guck further teaches a transmitting unit configured to transmit 
the predetermined content selected from the content list to other apparatus (see above, 
and fig. 1); 

Wherein the selecting unit selects the first or second file according to the format 
supported by the other apparatus (see above, summary of the invention, an e.g., col. 8, 
II. 10-12). 

Claims 2-7 are drawn to substantially the same subject matter as claims 10-15, 
discussed above. 
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As to claims 8 and 16, Guck/Astle as applied above do not expressly teach 
wherein the manipulating unit or step deletes the first or second file. 

However, Guck further teaches that as a database object, a virtual file can 
possess behavior used to process the file, such as deleting it. As such, Guck suggests 
that a file can be deleted. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Guck, such that the first or second file is deleted. 
The motivation would have been to make more space available in the database for files 
that are no longer used, as known to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendnnent necessitates new grounds of rejection. Accordingly, 
THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles E. Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8594. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00; M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached at (571 ) 272-4080. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Charles E Lu/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2161 
8/29/2008 



/Apu M Mofiz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2161 



